t sunrise  on  July  24,  17 i 5 a convoy  of  twelve 
ships  set  sail  from  Jiavana  J-larbor  bound  for  Spain. 

Jt  consisted  of  five  ships  of  the  7^ew  Spain  Tlota,- 
loaded  with  silver,  cochineal,  indicjo,  oriental 
porcelains  and  silk  . . . 5ix  Qaleones  de  Jierra  'Tirme 
filled  with  gold,  emeralds,  pearls  and  silver. . . 
and  a lone  Trench  vessel  which  had  received  permission 
to  accompany  the  group  to  Europe. 

One  week  later  eleven  of  the  ships  lay  at  the 
ocean's  bottom  off  the  Tlorida  Coast,  together  with 
more  than  1,000  of  their  crew  members. 

Only  the  Trench  ship  escaped  the  force  of 
the  killer  hurricane  which  struck  its  terrible  blow 
in  the  early  morning  hours  of  July  3 1st. 

The  treasure  fleet  had  disappeared  beneath  the  waves 
with  a cargo  worth  close  to  $1 4,000,000. 

Within  tveeks  Spanish  salvage  divers  had  recovered 
approximately  $6,000, 000  of  the  treasure. 

The  balance  remained,  relatively  undisturbed, 
more  than  250  years  with  the  exception  of  a few 
coins  which  were  occasionally  washed  ashore. 


s 


Jhe  uncovering,  by  pure  chance,  of  one  of  these  coins  on  the 
beach  near  present-day  Cape  Xennedy  led  to  what  has  been  aptly 
termed  the  greatest  treasure  discovery  of  modern  times.  So  great, 
in  fact,  that  a museum  has  been  erected  to  properly  house  and  dis- 
play this  fabulous  find  from  the  deep.  3t  stands  today  close  to  the 
site  of  man's  newest  and  greatest  adventure. 

Jhe  gold  coins  from  that  trove,  only  a small  fraction  of  which 
have  been  recovered,  are  now  being  sold  exclusively  by  SJACX'S. 
It  is  a very  special  group  of  coins  . . . rare,  and  magnificently  pre- 
served. Indeed  many  of  the  dates  on  the  pieces  were  unknown  be- 
fore this  discovery.  Jhey  boast  an  exciting  history,  a true  pedigree. 
Jhey  are  a very  real,  tactile  link  to  the  swashbuckling  past,  yes 
. . . they  are  very  special  . . . and  SJACX'S  takes  a very  special 
pride  in  being  selected  as  their  sole  sales  agency. 

Jhe  coins  are  shown,  grouped  by  type,  on  the  following  pages. 
Look  through  them.  It's  an  enthralling  journey  into  the  past. 

JJOJS:  Jhe  January,  1965  edition  of  JJational  geographic  Tdagazine 
carries  the  entire  story  of  the  search  for  the  treasure,  its  discovery  and  its 
salvage  operations.  It's  fascinating  reading,  brilliantly  illustrated. 


GON^DITION  AM) 


Jhese  coins  are  both  rare  and  beautiful.  7hey  are  nuinisinatic  "finds"  of  an  exceptional 
character  and  they  are — as  well — magnificent  pieces  for  use  in  jewelry  of  many  kinds. 
Should  you  desire  so/iie  specimens  as  a collector,  we  ur0e  you  to  consider  those  of  superior 
numismatic  t/un/iiy  while  they  are  available.  Jhose  of  a lesser  cjuality  as  collector's  items 
should  be  considered  for  use  in  jewelry. 

Qrading  the  cob  issues  struck  by  the  Spanish  Imperial  !Mints  in  Latin  America  during 
the  i7th  and  tsth  Century  presents  a number  of  special  problems.  Conventional  grading 
terms  become  meaningless  because  the  primitive  minting  technigues  made  it  virtually 
impossible  to  produce  fully  struck  pieces.  In  the  entire  series  the  percentage  of  coins  show- 
ing any  date,  mint  mark  or  assayer’s  initials  is  extremely  low.  As  a matter  of  necessity, 
therefore,  we  have  devised  a numerical  grading  scale  for  the  coins. 

Before  explaining  our  grading  system,  a word  about  the  coins  found  in  the  wrecks  is  in 
order.  We  will  deal  primarily  with  the  gold,  devoting  comments  to  the  silver  on  another 
page.  Jt  should  be  recognized  however,  that  the  same  broad  principles  apply  to  coins  in 
both  metals.  All  the  coins  recovered  are  technically  "Uncirculated"  in  the  sense  that  they 
never  left  the  mints  of  Aiexico  and  Peru  until  packed  for  shipment.  Jhe  gold  survived 
over  two  centuries  of  immersion  unharmed.  But  only  about  15%  of  the  pieces  carry  dates 
and  many  of  these  are  partially  dated.  Jt  follows  that  the  prices  of  the  coins  do  not  reflect 
condition  in  the  conventional  sense,  hut  such  factors  as  the  completeness  of  the  date,  how 
much  detail  of  the  design  actually  shows  and  the  sharpness  of  the  strike. 

Numerical  Grading  Scale  for  Cobs 

The  coins  in  each  of  the  grades  indicated  below  fall  into  three  categories:  fully  dated, 
partially  dated  and  undated. 

Grade  1.  Coins  in  Grade  1 should  be  sharply  struck  with  a four  numeral  date,  mint  mark, 
assayer’s  mark,  denomination  and  a portion  of  the  legend  showing.  Partially  dated  coins 
should  carry  at  least  two  clear  digits,  preferably  the  last.  All  three  categories  have  a full 
shield  on  the  obverse  and  a full  cross  on  the  reverse.  Only  10%  to  15%  of  all  the  coins 
recovered  fall  into  this  class. 

Grade  2.  Coins  in  Grade  2 are  not  as  sharply  struck  as  those  described  above.  Not  all  of 
the  shield  may  be  visible.  The  denomination  and  other  details  are  vague.  On  partially 
dated  pieces  the  last  digit,  and  sometimes  the  two  preceding  digits  may  show  in  full.  In  all 
three  categories  only  a partial  shield  may  be  visible  and  little  or  no  legend  may  appear. 
Grade  3.  Coins  in  Grade  3 are  in  average  condition.  The  strike  should  be  clear  but  not 
necessarily  sharp.  Only  part  of  the  four  digits  in  the  date  and  an  incomplete  mint  mark 
shows.  On  partially  dated  pieces  only  the  last  and  a portion  of  the  next  to  the  last  digit 
can  be  expected  to  appear.  In  all  three  categories  there  will  be  little  or  no  legend  and  an 
incomplete  shield. 

Grade  4.  Coins  in  Grade  4 are  not  sharp  but  should  not  be  badly  double  struck.  The  four 
digits  of  the  date  will  be  barely  visible.  The  mint  mark  may  be  partly  present  or  entirely 
missing.  On  partially  dated  pieces  at  least  a portion  of  the  last  digit  should  appear.  In  all 
three  categories  only  half  the  shield  and  no  legends  will  appear. 

Grade  5.  Coins  in  Grade  5 can  be  expected  to  be  double  struck  on  both  sides  with  the 
denomination  largely  determined  by  size  and  weight.  There  will  be  very  few  fully  dated 
pieces,  although  in  a few  cases  it  may  just  be  possible  to  make  out  all  four  digits.  On 
partially  dated  coins  only  the  last  digit  will  appear.  In  all  three  categories  the  general 
details  of  the  design  will  be  confused  and  incomplete. 


Obverse:  Cross.  'Reverse:  Arms  of  Spain. 


Coins  Shown  Actual  Size 


8-1 

8 Escudos 

1714 

Mexico 

'Tull  Date 

grade  IV 

$1,900.00 

8-2 

8 Escudos 

1714 

Mexico 

hdl  Date 

grade  11 

2,500.00 

8-3 

8 Escudos 

1713 

Mexico 

Tull  Date 

grade  I 

2,700.00 

8-4 

8 Escudos 

1713 

Mexico 

'Tull  Date 

grade  III 

2,250.00 

8-5 

8 Escudos 

1713 

Mexico 

Partial  Date 

grade  II 

1,800.00 

8-6 

8 Escudos 

1714 

Mexico 

Partial  Date 

grade  II 

1 ,800.00 

8-7 

8 Escudos 

1714 

Mexico 

Partial  Date 

grade  V 

1,200.00 

8-8 

8 Escudos 

(1714) 

Mexico 

Vtulated 

grade  II 

1,300.00 

8-9 

8 Escudos 

(1713) 

Alexico 

Vndated 

grade  III 

1,050.00 

8-10 

8 Escudos 

(1713) 

Mexico 

Vudated 

grade  IV 

900.00 

Jhe  (tale  of  .^IrikiSul  of  Ihuliited"  cditis  has  hixti  ticteniniicd  hy  eyaiiiiiialioti  of  die  .styles 


g&4)  G0i:n^  of  ^ctxiGo 

4 £sei/D0S 


Obverse:  Cross.  'Reverse.-  Jrms  of  Spain. 


Coins  Shown  Actual  Size 


4-1 

4 Escudos 

1714 

jMexico 

7uU  Date 

Qrade  I 

$2,600.00 

4-2 

4 Escudos 

1713 

?rlexico 

Tull  Date 

Qrade  I 

2,600.00 

4-3 

4 Escudos 

1714 

Mexico 

Partial  Date 

Qrade  II 

1,525.00 

4-4 

4 Escudos 

1713 

Mexico 

Partial  Date 

Qrade  III 

1,250.00 

4-5 

4 Escudos 

(1714) 

Mexico 

Vndated 

Qrade  II 

1,100.00 

4-6 

4 Escudos 

(1713) 

Mexico 

Vndated 

Qrade  II 

1,050.00 

4-7 

4 Escudos 

(1713) 

Mexico 

Vndated 

Qrade  I 

1,350.00 

4-8 

4 Escudos 

(1713) 

Mexico 

Vndated 

Qrade  III 

775.00 

4-9 

4 Escudos 

(1713) 

Mexico 

Vndated 

Qrade  IV 

700.00 

7he  date  of  striking  of  "Vndated  " coins  has  been  determined  by  examination  of  die  styles 
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2 £^6UT>0S 

Obverse:  Cross.  'Reverse.  Arms  of  Spain. 


2-1 

2 Escudos 

1714 

5Vlexico 

J-ull  Date 

Qrade  II 

$600.00 

2-2 

2 Escudos 

1714 

!Mexico 

Jull  Date 

Qrade  IV 

450.00 

2-3 

2 f5t'iul05 

1714 

!^lexico 

Partial  Date 

Qrade  II 

500.00 

2-4 

2 Escudos 

1714 

!Mexico 

Partial  Date 

Qrade  III 

375.00 

2-5 

2 Escudos 

1714 

y^lexico 

Partial  Date 

Qrade  IV 

325.00 

2-6 

2 Escudos 

(1714) 

!Mexico 

Vndated 

Qrade  I 

400.00 

2-7 

2 Escudos 

(1714) 

!Mexico 

Vndated 

Qrade  II 

325.00 

2-8 

2 Escudos 

(1714) 

^iexico 

Undated 

Qrade  III 

250.00 

2-9 

2 Escudos 

(1714) 

Tiiexico 

Vndated 

Qrade  IV 

200.00 

2-10 

2 Escudos 

(1700-10) 

Me^dco 

Undated 

Qrade  11 

325.00 

2-11 

2 Escudos 

(1700-10) 

Trie^cico 

Undated 

Qrade  III 

250.00 

2-12 

2 Escudos 

(1713) 

!Me:xico 

Undated 

Qrade  III 

275.00 

7he  date  of  striking  of  "Undated"  coins  has  been  determined  by  examination  of  die  styles 
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Obverse  - Cross.  Heverse:  Jrms  of  Spaitt. 


1-1 

1 Escudo 

1711 

Tde^dco 

Jull  Date 

Qrade  I 

$400.00 

1-2 

1 Escudo 

171 1 

y\iexico 

‘Tull  Dale 

Qrade  11 

350.00 

1-3 

1 Escudo 

1714 

'Me-xico 

Tull  Date 

grade  111 

300.00 

1-4 

1 Escudo 

1714 

^Mexico 

Partial  Date 

Qrade  11 

250.00 

1-5 

1 Escudo 

1714 

Mexico 

Partial  Date 

grade  111 

200.00 

1-6 

1 Escudo 

1714 

Mexico 

Partial  Date 

grade  IV 

150.00 

1-7 

1 Escudo 

(1714) 

Mexico 

Undated 

Qrade  1 

200.00 

1-8 

1 Escudo 

(1714) 

Mexico 

Undated 

Qrade  11 

150.00 

1-9 

1 E He  tide 

(1714) 

yllt'XICO 

Undated 

grade  III 

100.00 

1-10 

1 Escudo 

(1711) 

51  lex  ICO 

1/fidated 

grade  II 

150.00 

1-11 

1 Escudo 

(1712) 

511exico 

Vtidated 

grade  III 

100.00 

1-12 

1 Escudo 

(1712) 

511cxico 

Vndated 

grade  II 

150.00 

1-13 

1 Escudo 

(1712) 

51'fexico 

Vndated 

grade  IV 

90.00 

1-14 

1 Esetido 

(1711) 

^fexico 

If n da  ted 

grade  IV 

90.00 

1-15 

1 Esciiclo 

(1713) 

Tllexico 

Vndated 

grade  III 

100.00 

1-16 

1 Esctido 

(1713) 

51fexico 

Zfndated 

grade  V 

75.00 

1-17 

1 Escudo 

(1712) 

51/exico 

Vndated 

grade  V 

75.00 

7he  date  of  striking  of  "Z-liidated"  coins  has  been  determined  by  examination  of  die  styles 
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goj^p  60ms  ‘F^m 


s £seuT>es 

Obverse:  Cross  with  Cions  and  Castles. 
Reverse:  Crowned  Pillars  dividinr}  dale  and  mint. 


8-11 

8 Escudos 

1712 

Lima 

Double  Date 

Qrade  11 

$ 850.00 

8-12 

8 Escudos 

1712 

Lima 

Double  Date 

Qrade  1 

1,000.00 

8-13 

8 Escudos 

1712 

Linui 

Sincfle  Date 

Qrade  11 

800.00 

8-14 

8 Escudos 

1712 

Lima 

Single  Date 

Qrade  1 

950.00 

8-15 

8 Escudos 

1712 

dm  a 

Single  Date 

Qrade  111 

800.00 

8-16 

8 Escudos 

1705 

Lima 

Sittgle  Date 

Qrade  1 

1 ,000.00 

8-17 

8 Escudos 

1704 

Lima 

Sifigle  Date 

Qrade  11 

950.00 

7he  (late  of  striking  of  '"Undated  " ioin<;  has  been  determined  by  eyamination  of  die  styles 


(7a<p  (SW/TVJ-  «>■  K'RIJ 


2 ^sei/D0s 

Obverse:  Cross  ivilh  Lions  and  Caslles. 
Tleverse:  Croiinied  Pillars  dividiiu]  dale  and  mini. 


2-20  2 £scudos  1700 
2-21  2 Escudos  1711 


Lima  Single  Date 

Lima  Sincjle  Dale 


grade  II  $ 600.00 
grade  1 800.00 


7be  date  of  strikinc)  of  "Undated  " coins  has  been  determined  by  examination  of  die  styles 


Obverse:  Cross.  ’Reverse.  Arms  of  Spain. 


2-13 

2 Escudos 

(1621-65) 

Bogota 

Vndated 

Qrade  11 

$400.00 

2-14 

2 Escudos 

1705 

Bogota 

lull  Date 

Qrade  II 

400.00 

2-15 

2 Esc  ltd  os 

170- 

Bogota 

Partial  Date 

Qrade  IV 

200.00 

2-16 

2 Escudos 

1704 

Bogota 

Pull  Date 

Qrade  I 

' 800.00 

2-17 

2 Escudos 

-05 

Bogota 

Partial  Date 

Qrade  II 

400.00 

2-18 

2 Escudos 

— 

Bogota 

Vndated 

Qrade  III 

140.00 

2-19 

2 Escudos 

— 

Bogota 

Vndated 

Qrade  11 

200.00 

7he  date  of  striking  of  "Vudaled”  coins  has  been  determined  hy  examination  of  die  styles 


S/j(T£^(?0m  g^ROM  THf  IJIS 

S^PAm^'  TR&isuR^  gu:§ir 

While  the  circwnstnuces  affecting  the  striking  of  gold  cobs  are  also  true 
of  the  silver  pieces,  silver  coins  recovered  from  tvrecks  long  immersed  in 
salt  water  were  stdyjected  to  a chemical  reaction  which  did  not  affect  gold. 
7he  total  loss  of  silver  pieces  owing  to  the  electrolytic  action  created  by 
salt  water  and  the  presence  of  iron  objects  on  the  copper  alloy  in  the  coins 
was  substantial.  !Many  of  the  coins  recovered  show  some  signs  of  corrosion 
although  there  are  cases  where  pieces  appear  to  be  virtually  unharmed.  Jhis 
factor  must  be  taken  into  consideration  in  estimating  their  condition. 

7he  silver  issues  are  also  marked  by  other  distinguishing  characteristics. 
Copper  alloyed  silver  is  a much  tougher  and  less  tractable  metal  tvith  tvhich 
to  work  than  gold.  It  follows  that  the  bars  from  which  the  planchets  were 
cut  were  seldom  made  as  uniform  or  round  as  the  gold  bars.  7or  this  reason 
the  shapes  of  the  silver  4 and  8 Real  pieces  vary  rather  tvidely.  7he  toughness 
of  the  metal  also  made  it  more  difficult  to  strike  pieces  with  clear  and  sharp 
details.  In  our  listing  of  the  two  denominations  in  guestion,  then,  we  have 
not  felt  justified  in  assigning  any  of  the  coins  to  the  two  top  grades.  Coins  in 
the  group  illustrations  were  chosen  to  show  representative  examples  of  the 
shape  and  condition  of  the  silver  cobs  recovered  from  the  I7i5  Spanish 
7reasure  7leet  wrecks. 


Grade  and  Price  Scale— 4 Real  Pieces 

S-lOl  4 Reales  IMexico  Undated  Qrade  lU  $40 

S-102  4 Reales  IMexico  Undated  Qrade  IV  30 

S-103  4 Reales  IMexico  Undated  QradeV  25 
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Grade  and  Price  Scale— 8 Real  Pieces 


Coins  Shoton  Jctual  Size 


S-104 

8 Reales 

^Mexico 

Vndated 

grade  III 

$35 

S-105 

8 Reales 

Sllexico 

Undated 

grade  IV 

30 

S-106 

8 Reales 

7\lexico 

Undated 

grade  V 

25 

Only  a very  few  fully  or  purtially  doled  silver  cobs  were  found 
in  the  1715  Spunish  Jreasure  Tleet  wrecks.  Tilosl  of  the  coitus 
were  struck  in  ^fexico  uinl  cun  he  ussicjned  to  the  yeurs  17/3, 
1714  und  1715  by  details  of  their  designs  if  for  no  other  reason. 
Jhere  were,  however,  a reasonable  number  of  pieces  struck  in  the 
Potosi  and  Lima  mints.  lUe  tvill  he  glad  to  furnish  a list  of  dated 
cob  8 Reales  upon  reguest.  It  should  he  recognized  that  the  prices 
must  reflect  their  extreme  scarcity.  Coins  in  the  group  illustratiorrs 
were  chosen  to  show  representative  examples  of  the  shape  and 
condition  of  the  silver  cobs  recovered  from  the  1715  Spanish 
Jreasure  Jleet  wrecks. 


Pieces  OF 


'ofeIht 


7his  is  the  incredible,  true  story  behind  the  greatest  sunken 
treasure  find  in  recent  history.  7he  happy  accident  that  started  it 
all— the  hopes,  the  frustrations,  the  soaring  triumph  of  success,  the 
battles  to  retain  the  rewards— the  fascinating  chronicle  of  the  loca- 
tion and  recovery  of  the  fabulous  7reasure  of  17/5.  “Pieces  of 
Eight"  is  a skillfully  written,  suspenseful,  true-to-life  tale  of  adven- 
ture and  history  ...  221  pages  of  arm-chair  eixcitement  for  any- 
one who  can  conjure  a private  vision  around  phrases  such  as 
“sunken  treasure",  “pieces  of  eight",  “Spanish  galleons",  and  the 
like.  Qreat  reading. 

“Of  all  the  books  on  treasure  hunting  which  have  hit  the  market  in 
recent  years  none  can  surpass  “Pieces  of  Eight"  in  suspense,  drama  and 
actual  value  of  recovered  treasure." 

“Pieces  of  Eight  is  an  e-xciting  adventure  story" 

"7his  is  a fine  piece  of  true  adventure  in  the  popular  vein" 

“Jt  is  an  exciting  tale" 

“7or  anyone  who  has  any  interest  in  history  and  adventure" 

“One  of  the  more  intriguing  and  exciting  stories" 

“ What  a sensationally  exciting  story" 
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SHm^RCCI^  IN  imrSRS 

Specipc  J^ntiom  of\jIctual  Sl>ip‘^'rec/^ 

Sites  ^long  the  I on  da  Renin  sub 


> to 


shipwK^^'^^ 

in 

plORI^A  WAtfc'RJ’ 


Written  by  Robert  7.  !Mar:x,  Research  Director  of  the  Real  Sight  Co.,  dis- 
coverer of  the  "Ireasure  of  1715",  this  concise  volume  deals  factually  and 
accurately  with  the  famous  fotilla  tvreck  sites  of  Tlorida  ocean  and  gulf 
waters. 

7he  result  of  eleven  years  of  painstaking  research,  carried  o.ut  in  the  major 
archives,  libraries  and  tnuseums  of  Europe,  this  illustrated  hook  will  he  of 
great  interest  to  adventuresome  skitidivers  and  serious  treasure  hunters.  Jt 
contains  the  locations  of  close  to  400  recorded  shipwrecks  . . . in  many  cases 
with  close  to  pinpoint  accuracy.  It  carries  pictures  of  old  charts,  various 
galleon  designs,  ancient  nautical  instrunients  and  ^-ray  exposures  showing 
how  modern  treasure  huntmg  teams  have  mastered  scientific  salvage 
procedures. 

7he  author  deals  with:  7he  Spanish  7reasure  7leets,  Other  T^ations  in 
the  TJew  World,  7he  Early  Salvors  and  their  Nethods,  Tlistorical  Informa- 
tion on  Shipwrecks,  I5th  Ihrough  I8th  (.'entury  Shipwrecks  in  7lorida 
Waters,  and  other  intriguing  subject  areas. 

Published  with  the  knowledge  that  the  author's  organization,  Real  Eight 
Co.  will  never  he  able  to  properly  explore  all  of  the  known  treasure  sites, 
"Shipwrecks  in  7lorida  Waters"  makes  fasci)iating  reading  jor  all  those  with 
a sense  of  history— a hunger  for  adventure. 


7J-IS  coins  pictured  on  the  foregoing  pages  are  avail- 
able only  from  SJACX's.  And,  although  there  are, 
generally,  several  specimens  of  each  type  described,  the 
guantity  is  necessarily  limited.  We  respectfully  suggest 
therefore  that  you  make  your  selections  soon  and,  where 
possible,  choose  one  or  more  alternate  pieces  to  allow  us  a 
maximum  opportunity  to  meet  your  needs. 


A postage  free  order  form  is  enclosed  for  your  con- 
venience. If  you  do  not  already  enjoy  a charge  account 
with  SJACK'S  please  enclose  a check  or  money  order 
with  your  reguest.  Please  do  not  send  cash. 

If  your  order  cannot  be  filled  we  shall  return  your  re- 
mittance at  once.  If  you  are  not  completely  satisfied,  in 
every  way,  with  the  material  you  receive  you  may  return 
it  to  us  for  a full  and  immediate  refund. 


America's  Oldest  and  Largest  Coin  Dealers 

123  WEST  57th  STREET  NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  10019 
(212)  582-2580 


